In vitro response to erythropoietin in erythroblastic transformation of chronic myelogenous leukemia.
A patient with Ph1-positive chronic myelogenous leukemia (CML) who entered an erythroblastic transformation prior to the development of a typical myeloblastic crisis is described. In vitro methylcellulose cultures obtained at the time of erythroblastic transformation revealed that the erythroid progenitors were responsive to erythropoietin. Thus, similar to the findings in polycythemia vera, the erythroid progenitors in this case of erythroblastic transformation of CML retained responsiveness to erythropoietin in vitro.